The Village 5Pring

Tl’\is is found in an alcove of granite blocks and has a millstone as
a cover, in order to
Protect the
cleanliness  of the
water. Two stones
ProjCCt and serve as
stands for buckets.
lt was the on!y water
source for the market
town of  Saint-
Martin-Chateau, the meeting P[acc for the inhabitants of the

vi”agc, who had the chore of co“ccting water several times a dag.

The agricultural landscape

Farm land has reduced with the decline in agriculture but remains
very visible on both sides of the Path which goes down towards
the Pont de Verrieres. On the right, the meadows have been
seeded while on the left the natural meadows form a damP va”eg

Thcg serve as Pasturc land for the limousin cattle.

T he river Maulde

Jts source is on the Plateau de Millevaches
and it flows into the lac de Vassiviere. ]ts
Particularly clear water is advantagcous for
the &evelopment of water-starwort. ]F you
look careFu”g, you will be able to notice a
c]iPPer which flies very \Cast,just above the
water. | his bird, the size of a blackbird,

feeds on insects which it finds underneath

stones in the water.

Thc woods and forests

Tl’1€ ancient forests of stalkcd oaks and beeches retreat chorc

the recent Plantations of conifers. The Patl"l follows the woods

now COVCl’iﬂg tl‘lé [CClgCS, W]’lic}'l Were once PIOUS}‘ICCL near t}‘IC

small lake. Two very fine American Qaks dominate the SIOPCA
Fond ancl clamP areas

The ancient, abandoned meadows have been colonized bg a
grass : the molinie forms mounded tufts on which the viviparous
lizards like to lounge in the russet willow treesand bourdaine
bushes are slow!g overgrowing the banks of the Fond. The Placc

is Par‘ticu|ar]3 attractive to roebuck and boar.

TI‘IC Cascac]c C]CS Jarraucls

The waterfall is an imPor'tarxt
feature in the Iandscape of the
va”cy. You can hear it before you
sce it. After slic{ing over big granite
slabs the water Fa”s 15 metres into
a natural basin encircled with cliffs

and stone blocks. A diverted

channel still feeds a small electrical

P|ant constructed in 1887. T here,
the engineer DcPrcz tested the distant &clivcry of direct current,
sending it as far as Bourgancu?.

T he fisheries

Dug into the upper Par’c of the meaclows, thcg hold the water
which fed the irrigation channels :
the "levades". Bg using those the
growtlﬂ of grass in the SPring was
encouragcc’. Being near to the
vi”age women came with their
washing to rinse out the ashes
used instead of soap. It is the
home of amplﬂibians : Frog,
salamander and the marble triton

which is recognizable thanks to the crest on the back of the male.

Please signal us any problem found on the hiking
trail. Thanks.

Hiking
Eaux, Tours de Bourganeuf
et Royére de Vassiviére

QBurt-CAMartin-Ghdteau

‘Che discovery path of
the valley of the CMaulde
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Itinerary : From Bourganeuf, take the Route de la
Cascade D 51. After 100 metres, turn to the left in
direction of Saint-Martin-Chateau. Then, continue o
the road D 51a. When you are in the village, climpb

to the church of the village. You can park here.

Office de Tourisme
Eaux, Tours de Bourganeuf et
Royeére de Vassiviére
3 Rue Zizim - 23400 Bourganeuf
Tél. 05.55.64.12.20
mail : eaux-tours@wanadoo.fr
www.ot-bourganeuf.com
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Thc sunken tracks
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Often cégcd with low walls,

these Famous sunken tracl(s

are inscparable from the
|anc{scaPc of | imousin. T]ﬁcg
are  present evcrgwhere,
r\otablg on the descent to the
Bridge of Verrieres. Theﬂ
can, on the contrary, be raised when crossing damP areas. A fine

example of this is casilg seen between the vi“agc of “FPont” and

the crossing of the same name.

The Plank bridgcs

These are rustic briclgcs, of
which the “Planks” are formed
from big granite slabs. The
“Planks” at  Verrieres are
remarkable for their size, while
those at "Pont" for their -
rcgularitg Botl‘r givc suPerb e - .
views of the river. TI"CQ are Pe&cs‘crian }Dri&ges. Carts and
animals used the ford, which supplementec{ each bridge.

The vi"agc

Tl-lcrc is no castle to crown
the granite mound on which
Pcrchcs the vi”age of Saint-
Martin-Chateau, Iooking over
a bend of the river Maulde.
However, an important
cemetery certifies the
existence of a centre of power
here from the time of the late Midcﬂe Ages. The Path goes
through the Perched vi”age of which the main monument is a small
church, tgPical of the limousin heights 23 bags, a straight apse
and a limousin Por‘ta|4 The scparate stecplc and the tomb against

the south wall with its recumbent statue recess give an origina|

character to this buiHing.
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Thc agricultural lanclscapcs and the fauna of the limousine

mountain
The walk Proviclcs a
succession  of [anclscapes

characteristic of this region :
5|0Ping meadows with their
gisheries, rivers of Crgsta”ine
water, ClamP moors with Poncls, -
forests of broad-leaved trees ! | - -
and conifers. T he c{ivcrsitg of the fauna is marked bg the
presence of numerous mammals : roebucks, boars etc and the river
banks shelter a very threatened sPecies : the otter, which has

found sheltcr here.

T he flora

crosses classical

The route
formations of this western border of
the limousin l’xeights. SPecies such
as the ]DCCC]’?, rowan, whort|eberr9,
raspberrg, wood-rush or the
Austrian doronicum are tgPical of
the mountain character of the
climate. |n summer, the big, white

ombelles of wild angelica embellish

the marsl’ng meadows of the clamp
areas which are wi&e]y colonized by the molinie.

The sPotted salamander is a little seen animal c{uring summer
season ; its territory is restricted, its wanclcrings are nocturnal,
esPecia”g after rain. | he animals shelter consists of a crevice

either in the soil or under a stone.

T he association E_clats de Rives

The association “E_c|ats de Rives” was created in 1994 in the
vi”age of Saint~Martin~Chétcau. Jt was born from the meetings
of like-minded Peop|e sharing the same Passion and love for the
local area.

Two major okzjcctives link our actions :

- the Provision of walking Patl‘zs to give access to the often
?orgottcn hcritagc of the countrgsidc in the Mauldc va”cg :

]Dric{ges, we”s, crosses, fountains, and fisheries ;

- to create interest in this l‘xcritagc s0 as to gjve it a new Jife, while

making it part of the dcvclopment of our region.

Trandation : Stephen Gee



